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correct t h e  record. That's like th e  s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  this guy 
did n ' t  ge t  along well for a change w i t h  h is father-in-law. So 
his w ife said, yo u  know. Honey, D a d d y  wants to b e  cremated. 
What do yo u  think about that? He said, I'm all fo r  it. I'll 
drive hi m  there right now. So sometimes p e o p l e  d o n ' t  get the 
me a n in g f r o m  our wor ds that we intend. This a m e n d m e n t  is one of 
those w h i c h  is v e r y  n oncontroversial, will i m prove existing 
l a n g u a g e  in  t he law, and will g ive m e  t he opportunity, once 
again, t o  talk about t he w a y  we legislate. I c a n  t h o r oughly 
u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  S e n ator Qua n d a h l  and the su p p o r t e r s  of this bill 
w ant to move it and w o r k  on it b e t w e e n  n o w  and Sele c t  File. I 
u n d e r s t a n d  that. S uch a course is o f t e n  pursued. B u t  we, as a 
Legislature, h ave three stages of debate. W h a t  are we to do at 
the first stage? If a bill is difficult, w e  b a i l  ou t  and say 
we'll d e l a y  it until a futu r e  d ate and let othe r s  w o r k  it all 
out. An d  if they fail to work it all out, some p e o p l e  are going 
to b e  sou r e d  a nd look at that whole t h i n g  w i t h  a jaundiced eye. 
G e n eral F i l e  rea l l y  is t he p l a c e  wh e r e  we shou l d  do the vast 
ma j o r i t y  of t he h a m m e r i n g  out. T h e r e  should b e  fine tun i n g  on 
Select F i l e  a nd G e n e r a l  File (sic— Fi n a l  Reading) should be 
w h e r e  we m i g h t  just ru b  a coat sleeve to give t he final luster 
or just to give ourselves a chance to exul t in t h e  g ood work 
t h at  w e ' v e  done. B u t  b e c a u s e  of the w a y  l e g i s l a t u r e s  grow, 
evolve, change, w e  no w  hav e a situation w h e r e  all t h r e e  stages 
of deba t e  m ay be u s e d  for that purpose; namely, full-blown 
deb a t e  w h e r e  subs t a n t i v e  issues rem a i n  to be a d d r e s s e d  and have 
to be a d d r e s s e d  bef o r e  a bil l is e n a c t e d  into law. W h e n  people 
come here, I think, and this is just m o d e s t  me speaking, I think 
we sho u l d  be p r e p a r e d  to do the w o r k  that is b e f o r e  us to do. 
Why, for all w e  k n o w  the wo r l d  could en d  tonight. T h e n  ho w  will 
we feel t o m o r r o w  n o t  hav i n g  d o n e  w hat w e  shou l d  h a v e  d one today? 
Well, we w o n ' t  feel a nything really, bu t  I m e a n t  tha t ' s  the way 
we m ake points  and also yo u  check to see if peo p l e  are 
listening. But c o nsider this, S e n ator Byars. W e  ca n  only live 
one i n stant at a time. W e  ca n  o nly do w h a t  is immediately 
bef o r e  us to do. N o  mat t e r  h o w  c o m plex or t e c h n i c a l  a b ill is, 
if we w o u l d  take it step b y  step, issue b y  issue,, w e  could work 
our w a y  t h r o u g h  it at the first stage and be b a s i c a l l y  d one with
it. We could find out b y  assigning the p e o p l e  w h o s e  b ill it is,
if t hey w a n t  to w o r k  w i t h  conf l i c t i n g  groups, a s s i g n  t hem the
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to m a k e  those groups d e c i d e  first of all what
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